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High Down Infant School 

Phonics in Year One - Information for parents 

As you know from Reception, we teach 

‘phonics first’ as the main reading strategy 

for children tackling unfamiliar words, 

supported by a modified version of the 

‘Jolly Phonics’ scheme and actions.  We 

teach phonics daily with additional support 

provided for those children who need a 

little more practice. 

 

 

Phonics Screening check – What is it? 

 National screening check to assess a child’s knowledge of ‘grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences’ e.g. they know that ‘sh’ (the grapheme) makes the sound (phoneme) ‘sh’ 

as in ship).  

 It also tests their ability to blend sounds to read a word (e.g. sh–i –p = ship) 

 Carried out in the second week of June (week beginning 11th June 2018, although in 

exceptional circumstances it can be carried out a little later). 

 The children will have to read 40 words: 20 real words and 20 ‘alien’ (made-up) words. This 

will check that they have actually mastered the skill of blending, as opposed to reading the 

words purely from memory.  

 The class teacher conducts the check with each child in their class on a 1:1 basis. The 

children are VERY used to phonics practice as they do this on a daily basis.  It is absolutely 

nothing to worry about!  

 

How you can help your child at home 

 

 Practise recognising the ‘graphemes’ in and out of words e.g. do they know the sound 

that ‘aw’ makes; ‘oi’ makes etc.  (Use the homework booklets coming home in Term 2 

to help identify the sounds that need practice). 

 Help them to spot the ‘digraph’  (two letters together making one sound). They are 

often tempted to separate each letter eg c oi n.  A fun way of doing this is to take a page 

from a comic, magazine or even newspaper and use a highlighter pen to find all the 

digraphs/ trigaphs (three letters making one sound e.g. ‘ear’). 

 Encourage your children to ‘sound out’ and blend new words in reading books.  If they 

get stuck, suggest ‘if it doesn’t work one way, try another’.  This is particularly useful 
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when we are learning alternative pronunciations e.g. ‘ow’ as in ‘cow’ and ‘ow’ as in 

‘window’. 

 Help them complete the homework booklets! 

 Play computer games e.g. www.phonicsplay.co.uk (available on PC/ Mac with Flash)  

 

Click free phonics play 

Click phase 3 or phase 5 

Choose game e.g. Dragons’ Den, Buried Treasure, Picnic on Pluto 

Choose a sound to practice 

 

Apps (most have a free version with the option of in-app purchases). 

 

Phonics Play is also available as an app. 

Pirate Phonics 

Forest Phonics 

Twinkl Phonics (phases 3, 4 and 5) 

Phonics with Letter Lilies 

Phonics Match 

Froggy Match-It Phonics 

Mr Thorne’s phonics 

 

We hope you find this information useful and continue to have fun with phonics with your 

children! 

 

The Year One Team. 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

