Friday 11th
December
2020
NEWSLETTER 6
Dear Parents/Carers,
As we near the end of term, the build up to the Christmas festivities has felt very different this year.
However our staff, together with the PSA and FHDJS have ensured that our children have been provided
with some really exciting activities and events over the next few days. On behalf of all the children and
staff, we would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to the PSA and FHDJS for all that you have organised. Thank
you also to our amazing kitchen staff for providing us with a delicious Christmas lunch today. The children
(and staff!) enjoyed this immensely and certainly got us into the Christmas spirit!
Both schools will be watching a virtual pantomine within their class bubbles next week. Our Reception
have been busy rehearsing their songs and Y3 have performed How the Grinch Stole Christmas (see details
below). Year groups will be in touch to explain about parties and other Christmas updates.
Please remember that school will now be closed on Friday 18th December. Details regarding this and
Track and Trace over the Christmas period were sent on Wednesday.
As we move closer to the Christmas period, we all need to remain vigilant to keep ourselves and each
other safe. Please continue to follow Government guidance for Tier 3 restrictions.
Have a lovely weekend
Yours sincerely,
Mr Rhodri Hopkins
Executive Deputy Headteacher

Infant Christmas Parties
This is to confirm the information previously sent. Infant parties will take
place on Wednesday 16th December and children are asked to wear nonuniform all day. They will still need a warm coat and sensible footwear for
outside play. The PSA are kindly providing snacks for the children (including
Nursery) and we are hoping for a special visitor! Listen out for sleigh bells.

School Values
Our School Value this term is Respect one of the school’s five Core
Values. We want the children to be happy and successful at school and have
set high expectations for how we treat each other around the school and in
class - being and trying our best!

How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Over the past few weeks, the children in Year 3 have been learning, by heart,
the poem How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss. The Year 3 teachers
have been so impressed by the speed with which the children learned their
lines, with such fabulous expression. We are now working on the final
preparations before recording the children’s performances in the next few
days.
We will be putting the audio recording into a PowerPoint, together with the
children’s wonderful illustrations of the story. Each class’ performance can
be found in the Year 3 folder in Dropbox on Wednesday 16th December.
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e9h2nezsf8r6c12/AABlWoU0k5Jc4GhO4FjQpYQa?dl=0

Festival of Christmas Trees
Portishead Parish wanted to celebrate Christmas by bringing our community together safely this year by
hosting a 'Festival of Christmas Trees'. Unfortunately, due to tier 3 restrictions, we were unable to take
our wonderfully decorated Christmas Tree down to St Peters Church but have been able to spread our
Christmas Cheer here at school: Children across the schools have helped create decorations, to remind us
of the magic of Christmas and bring us together with our memories of past Christmas community events
on a paperchain and baubles. Joining our bubbles together with our shared love of the festive season, I'm
sure you will agree our trees help the school look amazing.

Y4 Star Trail

On Wednesday, Year 4 have immersed themselves in the Christmas story in this season of Advent. This
opportunity has arisen due to the hard work, dedication and creativity of the volunteer team at St Peter's
Church where in previous years we have visited to follow the Star trail.
During the morning, a beautifully decorated treasure box was delivered for each class. In order to unlock
the box, we needed to solve a question. Inside we discovered, many more decorated boxes and activities
which provided a host of learning opportunities in groups. This brought us together as a class since many
answers needed several jigsaw pieces to unlock a code or solve a puzzle-many happy hours of learning and
fun!
Alongside, we were guided through by actors linking the story of Christmas and activities -all provided on a
memory stick-even this needed the first puzzle to be resolved in order to reveal the password!
The absolute surprise came when we were presented with a class gift and one for each child to share with
their family this Christmas and in the years to come. A truly magical and wondrous day!
Thank you so much to the team at St Peter's Church from Year4.

Minnie the Cheeky Elf in 4W
Since the 1st December a cheeky elf came to 4W. We had
a class vote and decided that her name should be Minnie.
So far she has been creating havoc wherever she’s been.
By Callista, Albert, Indie and Jack B.

Junior Golden Book Service:
4th December 2020
Years 3 & 4 - Oscar & Sophia 3AB, Sophi & Tristan 3T, Rio & Pippa 3W, Chloe, Izzy & Alissia 4D, Lily & Aiden
4F and Isla & Octavia 4W.

Years 5 & 6 - Delilah & Nathan 5CH, Will & Seren 5D, Louis & Nathaniel 5W, Manny & Caitlin 6B, Louis &
Dominik 6G and Isaac & Ava 6H.

11th December 2020
Years 3 & 4 – Emma & Harley, Anais & George 3T, Layla & Sophia 3W, Abby & Izzy G 4D, Will & Tyler 4F and
Reuben & Callista
Years 5 & 6 – Thomas & Paige 5CH, Jacob & Isaac 5D, Victoria & William 5S, Piers & Olly 6G, Oliver & Olivia
6H and Ava & Oscar 6B

Infant Celebration Service:
4th December 2020
Rhys & Imogen Ducks, Vinnie & Martha Swans, Olivia & Philip Penguins, Emmy & Oliver Owls, Louisa &
Barnaby Falcons and Flick & Freddie Pelicans.
11th December 2020
Lillie & Deon: Ducks, Echo & Aiden: Swans, Iris & Neave: Penguins, Lilly & Theo: Owls, Ivy & Harrison:
Falcons, Martha K & Edward: Pelicans.

Key Diary DatesInfant school Junior school Both schools
Updated events highlighted in red
Term 2
Wednesday 16th December – Infant School class Christmas parties/ non-uniform
Thursday 17th December Christingle Service
Last day of term
Term 3
Monday 4th January INSET Day
Week commencing Monday 8th February Parent/Carers evenings (details to follow in January)

