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17th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers                       
 
 
This has been an ‘unusual’ Autumn term but I am so proud of the school community at High Down. 
 
The children have been wonderful. They settled back into school very well and have worked really hard. The children 
have enjoyed a variety of topics across the terms and have been engaged, active learners. As Headteacher I have 
the wonderful privilege of looking through the children’s books across both schools. Seeing the progress that your 
children have made since September is truly special.  
 
Thank you to all of the parents and carers for your patience and support over these two terms. Thank you for 
following our Covid secure protocols and procedures which has really made a difference to keeping our school 
open. I would particularly like to thank the parents and carers of nursey, 6H and Penguins who engaged so well with 
our on-line learning and helped us to continue to educate our children. I know it can’t have been easy to juggle all 
the demands on your time, so thank you.  
 
We have also really appreciated the kind and caring comments you have made to the staff: 
 “I can only imagine the amount of extra effort and work everyone has done to make this term happen. Thank you 
for keeping our child safe all these weeks and for keeping her learning going.”  
“This must be a difficult and stressful time trying to do the right thing, but you are really appreciated as are your 
fantastic teachers. We consider ourselves very lucky to have a child in High Down so, thank you!”  
“She has loved coming back to school despite the new systems in place – she feels safe and is happy.”  
Everyone is feeling the current stresses and those kind words mean so much.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff on your behalf. They have ensured that the children 
have a safe, engaging environment. They have worked so hard to ensure that, despite our Covid arrangements, our 
school still feels like High Down. The staff have worked diligently to support your children’s learning whilst 
enhancing their confidence and enthusiasm for learning. Thank you to all the staff for your professionalism, 
dedication and care. 
 
Our Christmas celebrations have continued albeit in a slightly different way. I have thoroughly enjoyed watching 
the Reception, Y1 and Y2 Christmas videos and hearing the Y3 perform How the Grinch stole Christmas. The children 
have enjoyed their parties and the online Theatre shows. We even had a special visit from a ‘Covid secure’ Father 
Christmas! I would like to take this opportunity to thank both the PSA and Friends for providing special Christmas 
gifts and events for our children. The work you do for our children is really appreciated. 
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On behalf of all the staff and the Governing Body, we would like to send our very best wishes to you and your 
families for a happy and peaceful holiday and to express our thanks for your support to school throughout such an 
unprecedented year. 
 
Happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all again in the new year.  
 

 
 
Mrs Andreya Cowan 
Executive Headteacher 


