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2nd  March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE 

 

I am writing to update you on developments since our Health and Safety Newsletter of 20th September 
2019. 
Coronavirus 

For the latest government advice, please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-the-public 
 We are working with the Lighthouse Schools Partnership to follow guidance issued for schools and will 
continue to keep parents and carers informed of any significant updates. 
 
Medication in School 
A reminder that where it is appropriate for medication to be administered to pupils by school staff 
during school hours, a request to do so must be accompanied by written permission. Our Policy for 
Supporting Children with Medical Conditions (available on the school website) sets out the procedure 
and also contains a template permission form. 
 
Epipens 
If your child has been prescribed an epipen, please could you ensure that there are two in-date pens in 
school. They will be stored in two separate locations on the school site to ensure there is always one 
available nearby in case of emergency. Epipen is a brand name and where shortages occur, other brands 
should be available. 
 
Mobile Phones 
Please could we ask you to put away your phone while you are on the school site. As well as the issues 
associated with phone cameras and pictures of pupils, accidents can be caused by people looking at or talking into 
phones instead of looking where they are going.   
 

Nut Free Lunchboxes 
Please could you ensure that your child’s lunchbox does not contain nuts or nut-related products, as we 
have children at school with severe allergies. 
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Drop Off/Pick Up Times 
Please could you ensure that your children, including younger siblings, are supervised whilst on the 
school premises after picking them up from school. Amongst other safety rules, the schools have strict 
policies on how outdoor play equipment is used and supervised during school times and the equipment 
should never be used unsupervised. It may be unsuitable for younger children to use at all. The school 
cannot take responsibility for use of the play equipment other than by pupils during the school day. 
Also, please do not allow your children to climb onto walls. Our pupils are not allowed to do this in 
school time and this may be particularly dangerous for younger siblings. 
 
Car Parking 
The staff car park may be used only by those parents/carers who are registered with a disability. It is not 
available for general use for parents during dropping off and picking up times. If you are dropping 
off/picking up your child by car, please park in accordance with the School Travel Plan (see below). 
 

Travel Plan 
A big thank you to the majority of parents and carers who are safely walking their children to school or 
parking considerately in accordance with the school travel plan, which is available to view on the 
schools' website. If you are still unsure about any aspect of road safety, please contact the schools' 
office (01275 843969). Just as a reminder, designated ‘no go’ areas under our travel plan are: 

 Highview, Ridge Close and Downleaze 

 Down Road between Tower Road and The Downs 

 Manor Close 

 The Downs on the side opposite the school or on the no parking areas around the school gate 

Please could we remind everyone to be considerate and courteous to local residents during drop off and 
pick up. 
 
If you would be interested in joining the school travel plan committee we would be pleased to hear from 
you. Please contact the school office. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
We actively encourage our pupils to cycle or scoot to school as this is an important part of our travel 
plan. There is ample storage space on the school grounds. On reaching the school gates please could 
you ensure that the bike or scooter is dismounted and wheeled through school premises to the racks. 
This will prevent any collisions occurring on our pathways. 
 
 

Many thanks for your cooperation. Please visit our school website for further information: 
www.highdownschools.org   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Andreya Cowan 
Executive Headteacher 
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