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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are really thrilled with the way your children are settling into Reception – We hope you are too. We do try 

and provide as much feedback as possible to parents but please remember no news is good news! As the cold 

weather approaches it would also be helpful if your child could independently put on and do up their own coat, 

otherwise getting outside can be a lengthy process! Please ensure that all clothing in school is named, (including 

hats, coats and gloves when worn) thank you, this hopefully ensures that all lost clothing is returned as soon as 

possible.  The children will also need a pair of named wellies for playing in the Reception garden. Lunchboxes 

and water bottles also need to be clearly named.  

 

Our topic this term is called “Marvellous Me” and we will be celebrating the children’s individuality and learning 

about similarities and differences. So far though we have concentrated in class on learning the routines and 

making new friends but we are beginning to introduce more adult led group work.  This is when children are 

encouraged to concentrate for longer periods on tasks that they have not chosen for themselves.  Tasks will 

still be fun and based on children’s play but directed by the teacher.  Children will continue to have plenty of 

opportunity to select their own activities at free play or ‘free flow’ -this is when the children are able to move 

freely between the inside area and the Reception garden, always with the support and supervision of adults. 

 

In Literacy we will be working on phonological awareness – the ability to identify different sounds – and 

continuing with a range of activities and games designed to encourage quality listening.  We will start teaching 

phonics, using an adapted “Jolly Phonics” approach and later this term the children will be given reading books 

in school which they will be bringing home to read with you, when they are ready.  Please write a comment in 

the reading record book to tell us how you are finding the reading at home and ensure that book bags are in 

school every day. You will find the first set of red “tricky word cards” attached to the reading diary so please 

practise these alongside reading the book.  

 

 In Mathematics  children will be building on their skills of reciting number names in order, estimating and 

counting objects, beginning to see relationships between numbers, recognising and ordering numbers to at least 

10 and using the vocabulary associated with number.  They will play lots of games and have plenty of practical 

activities, including activities based upon “Numberblocks”.   

 

You have hopefully been able to access your child’s interactive learning diary, if not please speak to your class 

teacher who will hopefully be able to resolve the issue. We hope you are enjoying seeing photos of your 

children in school. Please return any outstanding forms as soon as possible to your class teacher. 

 

If you do have questions, information to share or are concerned about any aspect of your child’s education 

please contact us by email at: office@highdownschools.org. Emails regularly and if you provide a phone 

number we will get back to you.  The reading record books can also be used for non-urgent messages or the 

ILD. 

 

 

We look forward to working with you over the next year to support your children’s education at this exciting 

time. 
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