
Dear Parents/Carers 
Thank you for your continued support and kind words to our staffing teams, it is really appreciated. 
Thank you to 4D and 6B for your presentations to the staff – seeing your happy, smiling faces was a 
wonderful tonic in a stressful week. 
  
Reopening of schools 

I am sure you will have been watching the unfolding events concerning school reopening. The 
government has announced its desire to see pupils in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 return to school 
when it is deemed safe, possibly as soon as 1st June.  We are looking at how we will deliver this and 
will be doing our utmost to establish a safe environment through cleaning and social distancing where 
possible, however, it is very clear that social distancing is not possible with young children as the 
quote from the government below acknowledges. 
“We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be 
expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back 
to early years and schools, we are taking this into account.” 
  
The government are recommending a new class maximum size of 15 pupils and we hope to reduce 
this further.  We are in daily contact with LSP and are working with our cleaning firm to prepare areas 
for children to attend. We are approaching this planning in a measured and deliberate way and are 
making careful decisions based within the constraints and parameters we have within the school and I 
hope be able to give you more information next week.  
It would be helpful to gauge parental confidence in children returning to school at this point (in 
Nursery, YR, Y1 and Y6).  We are not asking you to confirm a place, just to share your current 
thinking.  
  
On that basis, please complete the survey monkey by 9am Monday morning to state if you plan for 

your child to take up a place when the school reopens. 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SKBQNB8 
If you have not yet viewed the information available from the government about reopening schools 
please use the link below which may answer some of your questions. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
  
 Delivering normal learning in school to these year groups in addition to our other current 
responsibilities will be a great stretch and for YR, Y1 and Y6 the main offer will therefore be on-site, 
once schools resume, rather than through supported home learning. Supported home learning will be 
available online for Y2-Y5. 
  
  
Key workers 
With parents returning to work we are aware that more keyworkers may need to use our provision. 
Please respond to the office request (sent out yesterday to Year 2 – Year 5 families) to enable us to 
develop our staffing provision to match expected numbers. 
  
On-line provision 

A few parents noted on the LSP IT survey that they did not have access to online learning (on any 
device). However, as not all parents completed this survey can I please ask all families that cannot 
access any online learning to contact the school office as soon as possible. I am aware that School 
Comms reaches all our parents so please respond on office@highdownschools.org to inform the 
school if you cannot access our on-line learning offer. 
 
Mental Health 
Please find below a mental health newsletter from Mr Hopkins alongside a document sharing 
resources for mental health and wellbeing. 
  
Bug Club  
Please make sure children complete the quizzes when they read a Bug Club book, as without this the 
book doesn't show as read on their Bug Club record.  Teachers are accessing this weekly to see what 
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children have done.  Also, completed books automatically generate Bug Club rewards - not quite the 
same as the personal touch, but hopefully still motivating for the children. 
  
Photos  

Reception and Nursery parents have been continuing to delight the teachers with photos of children's 
activities on the Interactive Learning Diary.  KS1 and KS2 teachers would love to have some of these 
too!  Maybe you could send a photo of a piece of work, of which your child is particularly proud, or a 
picture of her/ him practising a new skill mastered in lock down.  Please send to class teachers' 
school emails, or to office@highdownschools.org, stating which class your child is in. 
 

Dropbox - work for next week (w/b 18th May) will be updated by Sunday 7pm.  Individual year group 
links have been sent out previously but please find attached this link which will take you to all of the 
year group folders. Please contact class teachers if you have difficulty finding anything you 
need. https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e9h2nezsf8r6c12/AABlWoU0k5Jc4GhO4FjQ-pYQa?dl=0 
  

 

Work at home resources 
Shared with Dropbox 
www.dropbox.com 

 
Gordano message for Year 6 
http://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/year-7-transition-arrangements-for-september-2020/ 
  
  
Hope you are all safe and well 
Andreya Cowan 
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