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16th July 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Here we are again at the end of another year but a year unlike any  
other. I have been Headteacher at High Down for over 17 years and 
I have never had to deal with such a complex and difficult situation. 
If you had mentioned at the beginning of the year that we would  
have locked down our school only to reopen more widely but  
without several year groups, I would have never believed it possible. 
We have been so focused on the issues from March 23rd that you  
can end up forgetting the wonderful learning and activities that  
took place from September through to March. I have noted some of these  
highlights below. 
 
 
Learning 
I have the great privilege of visiting classrooms, observing teaching, looking through the children’s work and 
talking to the children about their learning.  During the period from September to March I had reviewed 
maths and writing across both schools. It was wonderful to see the children’s engagement in their learning 
and the progress in their books. We were joined on the maths learning walk by Sue Ivermee, the Trust’s 
Director of Education, and she was extremely positive about our provision and noted ‘Teachers subject 
knowledge is excellent and relationships between pupils and their teachers are excellent’.  
Thank you for continuing the education of our children during this period of lockdown. I know it has been 
challenging at times but it has made an incredible difference to your children’s wellbeing and learning.  I am 
sure that our children will return with additional skills based upon your strengths and interests. In September 
we will help the children settle and will assess for the children’s starting points. We will tailor our teaching to 
these starting points and will provide catch up programmes where necessary. I am certain the children will 
continue to flourish in the care of our wonderful staff. 
 
 
Sporting Success 
The Junior School children have participated in a range of sporting competitions. Our Cross Country successes 
included 1st for both boys and girls in the Y5 team at Gordano and then the Y5 boys team came first at the 
event at Bristol Grammar with the girls coming in bronze position. Our gymnasts continued their strong 
performances (building on earlier gold and silver medal successes) with both Y3/4 Level 1 and Y5/6 Level 2 
securing gold medals. The children also participated in Interschool football, tag rugby, athletics, kurling, 
speedstacking and netball. During all these events our children have demonstrated our school values and we 
are very proud of them all -they are true ambassadors for the school.  
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Creative Arts 
The children have participated in a range of arts activities. Our school choir joined the ‘Singing children of 
Africa’ at Gordano as well as singing beautifully at the Penny Brohn Concert at Clifton College. They also 
supported a concert that was raising money for Action Aid. The musical talents of our children were also 
showcased during the Eisteddfod and the Raise the Roof concert. Our younger children have also had a range 
of musical experiences including the reception children completing an African drumming and dance 
extravaganza and Y2 enjoying Indian music and dance. I know we all enjoyed the fabulous Christmas 
performances of the Infant classes and Y3 children as well as the Junior carol concert. It is always a pleasure 
and a honour to listen to the musical talent we have across the school. 
 
Our artists, across both schools, have also been displaying their talents – we are very proud of our Portishead 
in Bloom winners – it was lovely that our school had the most entries in Portishead. Two of our children will 
now be representing Portishead in the South West in Bloom competition. Our children also contributed to 
the window display for the Portishead ‘Window Wanderland’ in February. The nautically themed work was 
displayed in the window of Soleution in the High Street. 
 
 
The Broad and Balanced curriculum 
Our children have loved the school trips they have attended this year: from farm visits to historical houses 
and museums; from the woods to Parliament; most classes have completed a range of trips to provide a 
stimulus for their topic work. The Y5 children thoroughly enjoyed the three days they spent at Tyntesfield 
for Earthkeepers. The children have also engaged with a range of fantastic visitors including authors, the 
explorer dome, theatre companies, puppeteers, and Sophie the T-Rex to name a few. The children have 
also participated in a range of National events including Parliament week, Anti-Bullying week, World Book 
Day and Safer Internet Day.  
The Infant School were delighted to receive support from the PSA for the ‘100 Reads’ initiative which 
started in February. Before we went into lock down children were already benefiting from access to these 
high quality texts. The scheme aims to foster children’s love of reading by encouraging children to read 
(or have read to them) 100 books from a carefully chosen list across a range of genres. We will continue 
to promote this through reward certificates, reading in school and other activities when we all return in 
September. 
 
 
Community involvement 
At Harvest time we shared our food with Alliance Homes and the foodbank at Gordano Valley Church as 
well as raising money for Caring in Bristol. At Christmas our choir sang at the Memory café and for The 
Golden Oldies.  
15 of our Y5 children had successful interviews to join the Mini Police and were all keen to support our 
local community. The children looked very important in their police uniforms.  
I am also very proud of our children who participated in the Paint Pals’ scheme supporting residents at 
Norewood Lodge Care Home. Each term the children and many residents come together to produce 
artistic creations and it has been wonderful to see how the relationships have grown through successive 
visits. The residents truly value this connection with the younger generation.  Our children really care 
about “making our community and wider world a better place” and we couldn’t be prouder of them. 
 
Going Green 
We have continued our focus on ‘going green’ this year. Our eco club and helpers have worked tirelessly 
in the nature area and our Trash mob have collected litter from around the schools to ensure our grounds 
look good and are a haven for nature. We are very thankful to our green team for all of their efforts this 
year.  
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Responsibilities 
I would like to thank all of the children that have taken on responsibilities during this year including the 
School council, house captains, red hat Eagles and the Junior Buddies that support Infant children during 
lunchtime play. This year we extended the responsibilities to include Anti-bullying Ambassadors at the 
Junior School who have supported positive behaviour at breaktimes but have also led new initiatives 
including the Treasure T Shirt based upon our care and kindness value. 
 
 
 
And a final big thank you  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff who have really ‘risen to the challenge’ during 
this difficult period. They have worked through their Easter holidays to ensure keyworkers could be in school. 
They have learned new skills and supported children in both ‘bubbles’ and as offsite teams for those not 
attending school. They are dedicated to the school and have provided excellent support and care for the 
children throughout the year. Despite the unusual and often difficult circumstances they have remained 
optimistic and calm and always have a smile for the children. I feel very privileged to be leading such an 
incredibly strong team of professionals who consistently go above and beyond for the benefits of the High 
Down children. 
 
Thank you to the governors who have worked with the Senior Leadership team to both support and challenge 
the school and aid our strategic development through this time of change.  
 
Thank you to the PSA and Friends who work tirelessly to raise much needed funds while providing our 
children with wonderful events to attend. The Christmas fairs were both wonderful events that were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 
Finally a huge thank you to all our parents/carers for your support both in class and at home; I truly believe 
that our strong partnership ensures our excellent provision.  
 
I would also like to say a fond ‘tearful’ farewell to our Y6 children. It was such a shame that their final year 
was cut short but we are so proud of how they dealt with the changes and the resilience they have shown. 
They have made huge progress through their years with us and they are an absolute credit to the school.  
Their secondary schools are very lucky to be gaining such a talented, enthusiastic and caring group of 
children. I am sure we will continue to hear of their successes in the future as it doesn’t matter how old they 
are, they will always be High Down pupils!   
Year 6 - have a wonderful time in your new school. Look after each other, make a difference and challenge 
yourselves. You are amazing! 
 
 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful break and I look forward to continuing to work with you all next year. 
 

 
 
Mrs Andreya Cowan 
Executive Headteacher 
 


