
Message from North Somerset Council 
 
I am writing to let you know that High Down Schools in Portishead has been identified as a site where 
as more year groups start to return, families are likely to experience problems with social distancing 
whilst travelling to school. 
In response to the Department for Transport’s instruction to quickly reallocate road space to enable 
social distancing, plans have been drawn up for roads immediately around the school which can 
experience heavy use. 
The plans have been signed off by Cllr Tonkin, who is keen that they be shared with local members. 
From a NSC Highways perspective, in response to the government ambition to scale up the number 
of children attending schools, we want to support our communities to stay active and safe whilst 
making this regular journey. 
 To prevent congestion and overcrowding at drop off spots used by those travelling by car, we are 
promoting walking and cycling (where ever possible) as the best travel option. 
To help ensure social distancing on journeys to and from school we have asked all North Somerset 
schools to share the following key messages with parents/guardians, plus all schools have been 
offered further advise and support via myself. 
 
Key messages for ensuring social distancing on your school journey 

 You may need to vary your usual route so plan your journey in advance and allow extra time. 

 Walk or cycle to school if you can to prevent congestion and overcrowding at usual drop off 
spots. 

 If you need to drive, where possible park away from the school and walk the last part of your 
journey. 

 Avoid using public transport unless you have no other travel options.  

 Follow instructions from your school about procedures for drop off and collection. 

 Parents/guardians are asked, where possible, not to take other siblings with them to the 
school. 

 
In reference to site specific plans at High Down, they are in line with the school’s current travel plan 
and the Headteacher Andreya Cowan has been made aware and given an opportunity to comment. 
Joe Mansfield 
 Sustainable Travel and Road Safety Officer (Schools & Communities) 
 Development & Environment 
 North Somerset Council 

 


