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Dear Parents/Carers, 

    
Thank you for all the kind words, cards and gifts at Christmas, we really appreciate your support, particularly during 

these challenging times.  We hope to see you all back in school soon and wish you a happy, healthy and peaceful 2021. 

 

This term our topic is called “Once upon a time” with a particular focus on “The Gingerbread man, “Goldilockas and the 

Three Bears” and “The Three Billy Goats Gruff”. We will be reading lots of stories, discussing them, making up and 

writing our own stories and acting them out.  

 

We will be pressing on with phonics, introducing digraphs.  The sound book sheets are all on the Teams pages for you to 

complete at home to re-inforce the digraphs (two letters making one sound for example ai, ou). Structured reading 

scheme books will continue to be read whether from Bug Club or books from school. The children will progress through 

these at very individual rates, but speak to your teacher if you have any queries or concerns. Try to find time most days 

to read a book or practise sounds and words – little and often is generally the best approach, daily reading at home does 

make a huge difference. Alongside the reading books please keep practising the tricky tag words attached to the back 

of the yellow reading diary. These are crucial in subsequent reading levels and our aim is to focus on the next set when 

your child can read all of the set that they currently have. Cutting out and scissor skills are part of Physical 

Development in the Early Years Framework, using scissors helps to develop fine motor skills which will also help improve 

letter formation, so please encourage cutting at home… old Christmas cards can be good for this.  

 

In mathematics, we will be focusing on the teen numbers over the course of the term.  As well as recognising and 

ordering these larger numbers we will be encouraging the children to think about the relative values - so 11 is 1 more 

than 10, 12 is 2 more than 10 and so on.  We will also be consolidating counting forwards and backwards, starting at 

different numbers and continuing work on simple practical addition and subtraction.   

 

We appreciate how different and challenging this term will be, whether your child is in school or at home but want to 

reassure you that we will support you and your child in any way we can at this time. Please feel free to contact us via email 

if you have concerns or need further advice. 

 

We hope your child enjoys this next half term, many thanks for your continued support. 

 

The Reception Team. 

 


