
 

Year 2 End of Term 3 and Term 4 Remote Learning Information 

 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your continued support this term. We have been absolutely thrilled with the way the children have engaged in 

their learning. This lockdown feels very different to the last with a much more structured approach to the children’s learning and 

much higher expectations.  

During Term 3 we have been fortunate enough to be able to continue with a considerable amount of the curriculum we had 

already planned to do with the children in class. As we now have almost every child joining in live with our Daily briefings, we 

have been able to add more teaching input into these sessions. Hopefully by the time we return to school the children won’t 

have missed too much!  

We are continually grateful to all the parents and carers who have taken on the role of teachers and supported the children 

once they have left the Teams session. Please do not worry if you are unable to make a session. Although we feel it is important 

children attend the Daily briefing each morning, the Teams sessions are recorded and are located in the chat stream to access at 

a different point in the day should you need to. 

 

Reminder of Weekly/Daily timetable of activities 

We will continue to use the Daily briefing files on Teams as our main resource area next term.  Each evening we will upload the 

worksheets for the next day and the Daily plan.  To locate this, click on the tab labelled Files at the top of the Daily Briefing 

channel and the files should drop down for you to select. If you need to print a file, click on the 3 little dots on the right-hand 

side of the file and select to download it. 

As with Term 3, each day a list of suggested activities will be put on the Daily Planner with links to any online activities for that 

day’s lesson. The resources to match will be added to the Daily Briefing files. 

An overall plan for the term can be also be found in Dropbox and all the resources to support the children’s learning will be 

placed in there each week as well. 

 

Term 4 

English Activities 

Next term we have 3 new blocks of learning. We start with our work leading up to and supporting World Book Day. For the first 

2 weeks our written work will be inspired by the book George’s Marvellous Medicine. Children will be given extracts to listen to 

each day and the written work will be in response to this. It is important the children come to or watch the Daily briefing as the 

class teachers will explain the written activity for the day. This is not an Oak academy block of learning but instead one of our 

own we would normally teach in Term 4.  

After this block we will move back to an Oak unit all about Writing a Newspaper report. There will be 8 lessons to follow and the 

sequence of lessons will be added to the daily planner. 

For the last 2 weeks, our written work will be based around Science activities as these are normally our Science weeks in school. 

Children will be writing about ways to stay healthy and take part in various science activities. There is a unit on Oak to follow 

during these weeks however there will be additional lessons added in from other sources. Please come to the daily briefing to 

check which lesson to watch and the follow up activities. 

New spelling words will be added in Week 1. This will continue our normal pattern – 20 common exception words to be learnt 

over the 5 weeks and then a set of other words to learn on a weekly basis which link to a spelling or phonic pattern. Grammar 

Hammer will continue for the Shark and Dolphin groups. 

 

 

 



Reading 

Reading will continue to be done by our group of LSAs. Look out for your new times coming in the next week, although some 

times may stay the same. 

Children will continue to have Bug Club as their main source of reading material. Children can log onto Bug Club as often as they 

want and the class teachers will monitor the site adding new books when required. Children are however more than welcome to 

read their own books from home. The important thing is that children maintain a habit of reading as often as possible.  

To remind you – your child’s username is the first 4 letters of your child’s first name followed by the first 4 letters of their 

surname and the password is school. The school code is hdjs.  Please do not share these log-in details outside of our school 

community. 

 

Maths Activities 

We began a new topic on Fractions this week and this will continue after the break. The maths lessons follow the White Rose 

Maths programme as before and there will continue to be a daily video lesson for the children to watch. These again will be 

available in Dropbox. Click on each lesson in the timetable and it should take you straight to the lesson. Follow up worksheets 

can then be found in Dropbox or in the Daily Briefing files. There are a number of worksheets to support each lesson which are 

differentiated by a star system and get progressively more challenging.  

We will also be continuing our work on developing the children’s arithmetic skills and will try to add arithmetic checks where 

time allows. Please remind children of the methods we have taught this term when they are working and the importance of 

drawing representations to help with a calculation. 

To remind you: 

Addition of a single digit: Count on 

Addition with 2 digit numbers   Draw the ‘chips and peas’ 

Subtraction of a single digit: Count back 

Subtraction of a 2 digit number: Draw the first number (chips and peas), cross off the second number. 

Multiplication: We use the word ‘groups of’ instead of times for the  X  symbol and the children draw the groups. 

Division: We use sharing and grouping as learnt during this term. We would say 12 shared into groups of 3 or 12 shared between 

3 groups 

New games will be added to Education City for the children to play. As we pay for this learning resource it would be lovely to see 

children using this. We have been monitoring children’s use of the games and reminding individual children who have not 

logged in regularly.  If you have lost your child’s login please contact Mrs Godden via E-mail. 

 

Additional  Learning 

In Term 4 our Science topic is Mixing and Making. The children will follow the Oak Academy unit on this and complete the tasks 

they set.  

During the last 2 weeks of term we have Science Weeks and will be looking at Human Lifestyle and the Body. We will answer 

questions such as What are the key stages of human development? Why is it important to keep clean? Why do we need to eat a 

balanced diet? How does our bodies digest food? What happens to the body during and after exercise? 

As part of the Science topic we will also be doing some Food technology activities. We will be giving the children the option and 

challenge to create their own sandwich, make a picture with fruit or vegetables, make fruit kebabs or lollies and design a healthy 

meal.  

In Art, we will be creating a face picture using photos of fruit and veg in the style of artist Arcimboldo.  If you visit supermarkets 

such as Lidl and Aldi it may be useful to start collecting their free brochures over the next few weeks in preparation for this. 

Our Design and Technology will be focusing on making and creating. We will start by making puppets to support our topic on 

George’s Marvellous Medicine and then move onto making some 3D models to support our new history topic on Florence 

Nightingale and Mary Seacole. Children will be using felt/material and coloured card for some of the chosen tasks. You will find 



the supporting resources each week in Dropbox and in the Daily briefing. Generally, there will be a PowerPoint teaching slide to 

share and instructions/templates for the art activity that the children may like to complete. Please send pictures of anything the 

children do as it would be lovely to see and share with us. 

Small group sessions 

Most children are now very familiar with the Teams system and while you may need to be in the same room as your child so you 

can listen, you do not need to sit with your child during these times. 

Each child will continue to have one extra Maths session and one extra English session with the class teacher. We will use this 

time to talk to the children, play a few games together and consolidate any learning from the week. 

 

Assignments 

We will be continuing to ask you to summit the children’s work each week. We will be setting specific tasks that will need to be 

uploaded by Friday at 1pm. This will consist of 1-2 pieces of English and 1-2 pieces of maths and will be indicated on the daily 

briefing. 

Please send any E-mails to the relevant class teachers who are working online each day with your child. If your child has 2 

teachers in a job sharing role please copy both in to the correspondence. If your child’s teacher is in school and you would like 

them to be aware of a conversation please copy them in as well (this will only relate to Pelicans Class). 

If you are still having any problems getting onto Teams please contact us so that we can help. We will be continuing to contact 

any children who have not been able to engage on Teams to see what support we can offer. This may come up on your phone as 

a withheld number. With more direct input from the class teachers each day it is really important we get as many children to 

come to the morning briefings as possible. 

Please take care of yourselves and only do what you are able to fit in around family life and work. This work is there to support 

you but do not worry if you have a day where nothing gets done. Pack up and start again the next day! 

 

Teams Expectations 

Please can we remind you of the expectations of a Team meeting. Children who are on a Teams meeting (Daily briefing, group 

sessions or reading) should be ready with a pencil and paper and should have a surface to be able to write on. They should not 

be eating – please save snack time for after the sessions and they should not need to get up and down during these sessions. 

Please also ask children to leave cuddly toys and toys by their side and place their hand up if they have something to show the 

group rather than just hold it up in front of the screen as we are unable to see all of the children all of the time. 

 

Finally, this Friday we are not going to be doing the daily briefing but instead an end of term quiz with the other Year 2 children. 

For this session only you will need to join the Teams group we use for story time. An invite will come for the children to join this 

session. 

We hope you have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing you all again soon. Please don’t hesitate to e-mail us with 

any questions you have using the email addresses below. 

 

Best wishes from The Year Two Teachers 

 

Mrs Bates, Miss Blackford, Mrs Godden, Mrs Meacock, Miss Skinner 

 

E-mail addresses 

gaynor.godden@highdownschools.org                              ella.skinner@highdownschools.org 

gail.meacock@highdownschools.org                                 sarah.bates@highdownschools.org 
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claire.blackford@highdownschools.org 
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