
Key Skills  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6 
CONCEPTS 

Chronological 
understanding 
 

Place the time studied on a time line 
 
Sequence events or artefacts 
 
Use dates related to the passing of time  
 
Make links between areas studied, 
identifying similarities or differences 
between them  
 
 

Place events from period studied on a 
time line 
 
Use terms related to the period and 
begin to date events 
 
Understand the terms BC (Before 
Christ)/ BCE (Before the Common Era) 
and AD (Anno Domini) )/ CE (Common 
Era) 
 
Describe the main changes in a period 
of history 

Place current study on a timeline in 
relation to other studies 
 
Place specific events on a timeline 
 
Use relevant terms and labelled dates 
 
Identify main changes in a period of 
history  
 
Compare historical periods and  
identify similarities or differences 
between them  

Place current study on a timeline in 
relation to other studies 
 
Accurately place specific events on a 
timeline 
 
Use relevant terms and dates  
 
Understand how some historical events 
occurred concurrently in different 
locations, e.g. Ancient Egypt and 
Prehistoric Britain 
 
Identify and compare changes within 
and across different periods of specific 
features, such as religion, medicine, 
weaponry, transport 

Knowledge and 
understanding 
of events, 
people and 
changes in the 
past 

Use evidence to describe the clothes, 
way of life and/or actions of people in 
the past 
 
Use evidence to describe the culture 
and leisure activities of the past   
 
Use evidence to describe buildings of 
the people of the past and their uses 
(could include similarities and 
differences ) 
 
Use historical vocabulary to describe 
the subject area 
 
 

Begin to describe how some significant 
events, developments, individuals and 
groups from the past have impacted on 
the modern world 
 
Use evidence to describe what was 
important to people from the past 
 
Use evidence to show how the lives of 
people from the past differed, e.g. rich 
and poor  
 
Begin to describe some similarities and 
differences between people, events 
and artefacts studied 
 
Begin to use some dates and historical 
vocabulary to describe the subject area 
 
 

Describe how some significant events, 
developments, individuals and groups 
have impacted on the modern world 
 
Choose sources of information to find 
out about the past 
 
Give some reasons, supported with 
evidence, why changes may have 
occurred 
 
Describe some similarities and 
differences between some significant 
people, events and artefacts studied 
 
Make some links between some of the 
features of past societies. (e.g. religion, 
houses, society, technology.) 
 
Use some dates and historical 
vocabulary to describe the subject area 

Describe how some significant events, 
developments, individuals and groups 
have impacted on the modern world 
 
Choose reliable sources of information 
to find out about the past 
 
Give reasons, supported with evidence, 
why changes may have occurred 
 
Describe similarities and differences 
between some significant people, 
events and artefacts studied 
 
Make links between some of the 
features of past societies. (e.g. religion, 
houses, society, technology.) 
 
Use dates and historical vocabulary to 
describe the subject area 
 



Ask questions and find answers about 
the past 

Investigate a line of enquiry by posing 
questions to answer 

SKILLS 

Historical 
interpretation 

Explore the idea that there are 
different accounts of history 

Begin to know that people in the past 
represent events or ideas in a way that 
persuades others 
 
Look at different versions of the same 
event in history and identify differences 

Begin to evaluate evidence to choose 
most reliable forms 
 
Know that people in the past can have 
differing points of view which can 
affect interpretation 
 
Give some reasons why there may be 
different accounts of history 

Evaluate evidence to choose most 
reliable forms 
 
Understand that some evidence from 
the past is propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation, and that it can affect 
interpretation 
 
Give reasons why there may be 
different accounts of history, linking 
this to factual understanding of the 
past 

Historical 
enquiry 

Use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials), the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums or galleries and visits 
to sites as evidence about the past 
 
Ask questions and find answers about 
the past 

Use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials), the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums or galleries and visits 
to sites to collect evidence about the 
past 
 
Begin to ask questions and find 
answers about the past 

Begin to choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer questions, and 
begin to realise that there is often not a 
single answer to historical questions 
 
Begin to ask own questions and find 
answers about the past 
 
Use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials), the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums or galleries and visits 
to sites to collect evidence about the 
past 

Choose reliable sources of evidence to 
answer questions, realising that there is 
often not a single answer to historical 
questions 
 
Ask own question and follow line of 
enquiry to answer question 
 
Use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials), the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums or galleries and visits 
to sites to collect evidence about the 
past 

Organisation & 
communication 

Record and communicate ideas using 
different methods (e.g. timelines, 
different genres of writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-handling, drama role-
play, storytelling) 

Record and communicate ideas using 
different methods (e.g. timelines, 
different genres of writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-handling, drama role-
play, storytelling) 

Record and communicate ideas or 
findings effectively using different 
methods (e.g. timelines, different 
genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, 
data-handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling) 

Record and communicate ideas or 
findings effectively using different 
methods (e.g. timelines, different 
genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, 
data-handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling) 
 
Plan and present self-directed research 
about the studied period 

 


