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29th April 2021 
 
To Year One parents/ carers 
 

Classes for September 2021 
 

Thank you for all the reponses to the letter earlier this week about this.  If you raised a question then you will 
have had (or shortly will have) an individual answer.  If your response was with information to support the 
process, class teachers will not reply individually but will take careful note of what you have said when drawing up 
new class lists. 
 
A number of parents have asked for more information about the process and timescale to be shared with all Year 
One parents.  This is the purpose of this further letter. 
 
As you will appreciate, this is a complex process and one that we are very keen to get right, for the benefit of all 
the children.  This year, we have the added complication of Covid restrictions, so dates are at least partly 
dependent on the success of the Government’s road map.  Class teachers continually observe children’s 
interactions with their peers, both in their free play/ planning time and outside in the playground.  This will be a 
particularly sharp focus for the rest of this term and into the beginning of term 6, especially as friendships may 
have shifted as the children mature.  The teachers will also start to talk to the children about particular friends 
and ask them (on at least two separate occasions) for the names of two friends they would like to be with in their 
new class.  We cannot guarantee that all children will have two named friends, but they will always have one, plus 
each Year Two class will have approximately one third of the children in each of the present Year One classes, so 
everyone will have plenty of faces they already know. 
 
When the teachers have collated all this information they will meet to draw up provisional lists, which are shared 
with senior leadership.  Because of the complexity of the process, the lists will be revisited and refined at least 
once, possibly more often. 
 
At this stage, probably in the second half of term 6, we trial the proposed groupings to see how the children 
interact in practice and tweak as needed.  Even without Covid, this cannot be done sooner, because we want the 
children to see themselves as Year Ones and to continue learning as much as possible right up to the end of the 
summer term.  For this reason, we strongly suggest that you do not dwell on the class moves at this stage when 
talking to your children.  If necessary, please reassure them that the teachers are working very hard to make 
sure everyone feels confident and happy moving to Year Two, but that September is still a long way off! 
 
When classes have been finalised, the Year One and Year Two teachers meet for a thorough sharing of 
information about the children, not only in terms of their learning, but also their social development and any 
other relevant factors.  The children meet their new teachers on a date (to be confirmed) in July.   
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You will realise from this that mixing classes is always a complex process, and one that the teachers would not 
recommend unless they were convinced that it is in the long term interests of all the children.  
 
I hope this is helpful, but as always, please get in touch if you have further queries. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Penny Atherton  
Infant Deputy Head 

 


