
 

Year 2  

Term 5 Newsletter 2022 

 

A big thank you for your fantastic support last term. The children worked very hard and had lots of 

fun learning! Our focus this term is “Habitats” which will include looking at the local environment 

around us, finding out what Portishead is like as a town, and what it was like in the past. We will 

also find out about many creatures such as: foxes, badgers, rabbits and even wolves through our 

Science and English topics.  

 

WEEK 1 and 2 FANTASTIC MR FOX 

We will be continuing our focus on the author Roald Dahl by reading the story Fantastic Mr Fox. 

Our work will be based on the book and film. Children will use the book by Roald Dahl as inspiration 

for their written work, where we will be looking closely at the characters and how Roald Dahl uses 

description in his writing to create settings. We would like to also use the film version in our learning 

to compare similarities and differences between the book and the film.  The most recent film version is 

a PG rating so please let us know by email if you DO NOT give permission for your child to watch 

this. 

 

WEEK 3 and 4 WOLVES 

‘Wolves’ is a new unit of work in Year 2 based around the book ‘Wolves’ by Emily Gravett. During these 

3 weeks the children will be finding out and writing all about Wolves.  To start the unit, the classes will 

receive a letter from the school library to say that a book they borrowed is now overdue. At the library 

they will meet a fairy-tale character. The character explains that there are all sorts of ‘rumours’ flying 

around about wolves. Some people are saying they are good, others saying they are bad. The character 

asks children to help them find out what is fact and what is fiction and if they can create a leaflet 

that will educate people about wolves so that they can keep safe.  

 

SATs 2022 (WEEK 3 and 4) 

During this term the children will be completing SATs (Standard Assessment Tests). The class teachers 

have been regularly assessing your child throughout their time in Year Two and these tests are just 

one part of the evidence used to confirm the assessment.  Examples of work will be moderated within 

school and may also be checked by an external moderating team. The tests require the children to 

complete two maths papers one numerical and one in reasoning and two different levels of 

comprehension.  

These tests will take place during the mornings of weeks 3 and 4. Week beginning Monday May 9th - 

Thursday May 12th then Monday May 16th - Thursday May 19th. 

Please try to refrain from taking your child out of school during this term. 

We will split the classes into groups so that children can work quietly and independently in their own 

classrooms. Those children not taking the tests will work with Mrs Godden and Mrs Meacock or Mrs 

Bates and Miss Skinner in the library and computer room, the groups will then rotate around. We will 

try and keep the children’s routine as normal as possible during this time.  



Each class teacher is very aware of the ability of the children in their class and their concentration 

levels, so will adapt the timings of the tests if needed to minimise any stress. You will be informed 

about the results from these tests when the school reports are given out. 

Attached to this letter is a quick Parent’s guide to SATs and will show you an example of what the 

children will be doing. We try and keep the whole testing time low key and as stress free as possible. 

The children will see the tests as part of a normal lesson and there will be no ‘test conditions’ other 

than smaller class groups. No preparation at home is needed. Please just continue reading as much as 

possible and completing the usual home learning tasks. 

 

WEEK 5 GEOGRAPHY WOW WEEK _ ALL ABOUT PORTISHEAD 

We will be focusing on the local area by looking more closely at some of the features of Portishead. 

Using our mapping skills, we will look at the features of the Marina, the Nature Reserve and the Lake 

grounds. To link with this term’s Art topic on sculptures, we will also be exploring the Portishead 

Sculpture Trail.  

Information on sculptures https://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/cmfiles/154/Portishead_Brochure.pdf 

If you know of anyone who has lived in Portishead all their lives and feel they would be able to talk 

to the children about the changes that have occurred in Portishead over the years, then please let 

your child’s class teacher know (see attached letter). 

As we are a town surrounded by water and will also focus on water safety. We will walk past the 

Lifeboat centre on our school trip and spend some time looking at the story of Grace Darling. 

 

MATHS 

This term we will initially be focusing on preparation for the SATs. The children will be revising their 

skills in addition and subtraction of two digit numbers and place value. They will then move onto 

revisit the topics of multiplication, division and fractions. The children will work using a variety of 

different methods to work with numbers up to 100 and will apply these skills to solve word problems.  

We will then start new topics on Shape and Time. Please help support your child by learning to tell the 

time on a clock. 

This term we will continue with our mental maths sessions focusing on all 4 mathematical operations. 

Please help your child become fluent in these key skills (a link to fun games is included below). 

Education City will continue as maths homework this term. Each child will be given a series of games 

to play over the term. Class teachers can see who has logged in and can check children’s engagement 

with the games. Passwords were given out last term but please email if you need this resending. Please 

also keep practising number bonds to 10/20/100 and counting in 2s 5s 10s. 

 

Useful websites to support Maths:  

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths#download (new supporting app) 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

hhtp://www.coolmath4kids.com. 

https://www.teachwire.net/news/8-of-the-best-number-bonds-to-10-games-to-play-online 

 

https://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/cmfiles/154/Portishead_Brochure.pdf
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths#download
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


SCIENCE 

In Science this term we will be looking at animals and how their offspring grow into adults..  We will 

also be looking at what animals need to survive and have a visit from Mo or Rocky the tortoise 

whilst discussing the basic needs of animals.  Towards the end of term, we will explore microhabitats 

in our school nature areas, as well as other areas within Portishead.  

ART 

This term we will be looking at different Sculptures. The children will be having a trip to Portishead 

Marina where they will be able to follow the Portishead Arts Trail and look at the many sculptures we 

have here in Portishead. In class they will be making a variety of their own sculptures using a wide 

range of techniques and materials. 

Details of the Portishead Arts Trail can be found from the website below if you fancy repeating the 

trail in half term with your family. http://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/.  

Trail Map to follow http://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/Trail_Map_09_AW.pdf 

 

P.E 

Many of our P.E lessons will be outside this term. Please make sure all children have named jogging 

bottoms/shorts, a warm sweatshirt and Velcro trainers. During our indoor sessions we are using 

apparatus -jumping, balancing and developing gymnastics skills. Our outdoor session will be focusing on 

bat and ball skills. 

 

TIPS FOR HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

All children should now be regularly completing their weekly spelling book. Please ensure your child 

has their spelling book with them every Friday and that the homework has been completed. Spelling is 

a fundamental aspect of successful writing and reading. It is important that you are reading with 

your child at least 3 times a week. The more they read the better they get. 

 

We are really looking forward to this term and hope the children enjoy it too! 

 

Year Two Team 

Mrs Bates   Ms Blackford   Mrs Godden   Mrs Meacock  Ms Skinner   

       

http://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/
http://www.publicartportishead.co.uk/Trail_Map_09_AW.pdf

